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Listing of Claims: 

This Listing of Claims replaces all previous versions of the claims. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving a broadcast video signal at a first multimedia apparatus; 

receiving text communications from each of a seee«4 -p i urality of other 
multimedia appamtes apparatuses; 

displaying television programming of said broadcast video signal in a first display 
area of a display; 

determining a theme of the television programming; 

selecting a background image based on said theme; 

displaying said background image as a background in a second display area of 
said display, said displayed background image having a plurality of displayed graphical 

elements;-aa# 

superimposing text of said text communications on k>|'»- -e>^a4"4&at»l-"<H>a-e^f-4fee 
^nn> said backgrouud m slid second display area; 

s o 0 %. ii,x maitimedid apparatuses that are dil tuncJ lu iO\)'Ni<)a 

oroj^rammin^f; and 

dispjaying in said second display area a second group of avatar images at least 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

selecting ^ o d\ atar ^ s ^ s \ccond group that is 

representative of~*4etevkieti--¥iewe¥^ one o f the seeeB^ -other m ultimedia appamfesapparatuses; 
and 

displaying, simultaneously with said text, said selected avatar image 
superimposed on top of said background in said second display area. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the background 
image and displaying said background image are both performed at least two times during the 
broadcast of said television programming. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting includes 
selecting said background image from an image database residing in a memory device associated 
with said first multimedia apparatus. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting includes 
selecting said background image from an image database residing on the Internet. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising downloading 
an image database via a multiplexed broadcast stream containing said broadcast video signal, 
wherein selecting includes selecting said background image from said image database. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein displaying said text 
includes displaying said text to be superimposed on top of said background in said second 
display area close to said seiectcd..avatar image. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said text remains 
displayed superimposed on top of said background close to said v avatar image until 
another text communications is received from f^aid— t-e-levir sion v i evve r the one of th e other 
multimedia apparatuses. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, fiirther comprising: 

receiving at the first multimedia apparatus an indication of an action input to the 

-,^^-;,-^-5,4-, i I;, multimedia «f»fHimfesaj>|,\aram^^ 

in response to the indication, selecting an action image corresponding to said 
action input; and 
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displaying said action image superimposed on top of said background in said 
second display area. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of an action input to the seeend—one of the other 

multimedia 

in response to the indication, selecting an action image corresponding to said 
action input; and 

displaying said action image superimposed on top of said television programming 
in said first display area. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein displaying said action 
image includes transparently superimposing said action image over said television programming. 

Claims 12-14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

first receiving means for receiving a broadcast video signal including television 

programming; 

second receiving means for receiving text communications originating from o.5c^5 
of a plurality of multimedia apparatuses s -so v \" ^ v 

to said t elevision programming when the respective text comiTiuiiicaticnis are sent an d a >OvV'>!id 
sabset o f the multimedia apparatuses being timed to a different television programmin g than said 
television programming when the respective text communications are sent , and for receiving a 
plurality of images; 

storage means for storing said plurality of images; 

determination means for determining a theme of said television programming and 
for selecting one of the images stored by the storage means based on the theme;-;*t^(-l 

display means for displaying video of said temdei^^.Hf---v-Hk?^>---;vt^ 
programming in a first display area, for displaying the selected image in a second display area. 
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wherein the selected image includes a plurality of displayed graphical elements, and for 
displaying text of said text communications superimposed onvNN\ n s-^n 

gyapki-8^1--eteffieMS"e-f"Said selected image and simultaneous ^ ^ v ^ v ^ v.^ s 
piQgraniming. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said display means is 
further for displaying a plurality of avatar images, retrieved from said storage means, each avatar 
image corresponding to one of said plurality of multimedia apparatuses, superimposed on said 
selected image in said second display area. 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said second receiving 
means is further for receiving an indication of an action input from one of said plurality of 
multimedia apparatuses associated with one of the avatar images currently displayed in said 
second display area, and said display means is further for displaying an action image, retrieved 
from said storage means and corresponding to said action input, superimposed on said selected 
image in said second display area. 

Claims 18-23 (Canceled). 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal ' \ : ^ ;levision 
programming and to receive t ext communications from a pluralit>^ of multimedia apparatuses, a 
first subs et of the multimedia apparatuses being tuned to said television p rogram.ming when the 
respective text communications are sent and a second subset of the multimedia apparatuses being 
Mlgd to a di|^^^ 

0 .o\' o^" ^ > . K arc sent ; 
a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, the processor configured to: 

display a video of the feea46ajSir-¥Mee-s4sBa lteievisioa..pro in a 

first display area of the display, 
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determine a theme of tlie^television programming included in the 
broadcast video signal, 

select a background image based on the theme; 

display the background image as a background in a second display area of 
the display, wherein the background image includes a displayed graphical element, and 

superimpose text of the text communications on ^e^--04^fe^-Tfepkyed 
-■■ ' >t^ ^-H-?i^-e^-the backgroun d simultaneously with the displayed video of the teievision 



25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the processor is 
further configured to: 

select an avatar image that is representative of a television viewer of a different 
multimedia apparatus; and 

display simultaneously with the text, the avatar image superimposed on top of the 
background in the second display area. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, fiirther comprising a storage 
device coupled to the processor, wherein the processor is configured to select the background 
image from a plurality of background images stored by the storage device. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further including a network 
interface coupled to the processor and to a network configured to store a plurality of background 
images, wherein the processor is configured to select the background image from the plurality of 
background images stored by the network. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
configured to download an image database via the receiver from a multiplexed broadcast stream 
containing the broadcast video signal, and to select the background image from the image 
database. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

displaying first television programming included in a received broadcast video 

signal; 

displaying, simultaneously with the jirst..t eIevision programming, a first 
background based on the first t elevision prograrnrningv- whe^£=e'iH--th«-4m«k^^^ 

superimposing text of text communications with >.,^-\H;H^-^;■s■^va isssi o on i-*** 
o+ ' ; \■!-^ s ->v'> tH a s ^^HHM-ifH-s- o ^ the first background '■.\jujc ibc usm do^ioc is tuucd to uv 

superimposing text of text communications with a second device on the first 

simultaneously with the displayed first television programming . 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29, further comprising determining 
the first background from a plurality of stored backgrounds based on a theme of the first 
television programming. 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29, wherein displaying the first 

television programming comprises displaying the : ^' television programming in a first area of a 
display, and displaying the tlrst..background comprises displaying the fiTsi..background in a 
different second area of the display. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
receiving the text communications from a network; and 

displaying simultaneously a plurality of avatar images superimposed on the first 
background, each avatar image representing a different user of the network. 

33. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal including firsL television 

programming; 
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a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, and configured to: 
display the first t elevision programming, 

display, simultaneously with the first .t elevision programming, a first 
background based on the first t elevision prograrnming- i?ie4ud4!ig- ^i -4fi*|^^ky<evl -g-f'«^^ 
and 

superimpose text of text communical ions with ^ ^ s ^ vO 

on V -. ^ V ^ V- ^ "-^ \x> '-■^^^ the first background xvhfu ibo biM ao^ in uuv\1 

superimpose text of text communications with a second device on the 

34. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprising a storage 
device coupled to the processor, the storage device configured to store a plurality of 
backgrounds, wherein the processor is further configured to determine the first background from 
the plurality of backgrounds based on a theme of the first t elevision programming. 

35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the processor is fiirther 

configured to display the f lrsl television programming in a first area of the display, and to display 
the first background in a different second area of the display. 

36. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 33, fiirther comprising a network 
interface coupled to the processor and configured to receive the text communications, wherein 
the processor is fiirther configured to display simultaneously a plurality of avatar images 
superimposed on the fireLbackground, each avatar image representing a different user of the 
network. 

37. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 

tuning away from the first television programming to second television 
programming included in the received broadcast video signal; 
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displaying the second television programming; 

displaying, simultaneously with the second television programming, a second 
background based on the second television programming; 

responsive to tuning away from the first television programming, stopping from 
displaying the text of the text communications with the first device; 

continuing to superimpose text of text communications with the second device on 
the second background while the second device is not tuned to the second television 
programming; and 

superimposing text of text communications with a third device on the second 
background while the third device is tuned to the second television programming. 

38. (New) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the broadcast video signal further 
includes second television programming, and wherein the processor is fiirther configured to: 

tune away from the first television programming to the second television 

programming; 

display the second television programming; 

display, simultaneously with the second television programming, a second 
background based on the second television programming; 

responsive to tuning away from the first television programming, stop from 
displaying the text of the text communications with the first device; 

continue to superimpose text of text communications with the second device on 
the second backgrovind while the second device is not tuned to the second television 
programming; and 

superimpose text of text communications with a third device on the second 
background while the third device is tuned to the second television programming. 
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